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NABA 2018 

by Roger Heath 

 It was a philatelic exhibition, an opportunity to sightsee 

the Italian corner of Switzerland, and the justification to eat 

expensive food!  

 This year the Club Philatelico Lugano hosted the Swiss 

NAtionalen BriefmarkenAusstellung 2018.  The event occurs 

every six years; this year 174 entries were accepted, totaling over 

1500 qualified frames.  The organizers, especially Mr. Adriano 

Bergamini, President of the Organizing Committee, 

Commissioner Mr. Gianfranco Bellini, and Jury President 

Giovanni Balimann, went out of their way to help our five 

American Helvetia 

Philatelic Society 

entrants feel welcome.  

Everything from staying open while late arriving exhibits were mounted, to 

a special table provided for us at the Palmares banquet was appreciated by 

our AHPS members.  

 The exhibition hall was huge with lots of space between rows of 

exhibits and dealers and auction houses, providing more than enough space 

to converse with customers.  My memorable event was talking for a while 

with Jean-Claude Marchand about expert identification of some items I 

brought with me to Switzerland.  I thoroughly enjoyed the time spent at the 

experts table.  I also stopped by at the booths of Roelli Auctions and 

Philatelie Walter, talking about different options of selling Swiss material in 

Switzerland. 

 (Continued on page 7) 
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Switzerland on Display 

2017-2018 
 Swiss Exhibits were plentiful this past 

year. See the results below beginning with the re-

cently completed NABA 2018 in Lugano, Switzer-

land, their National Stamp Exhibition. 

 

NABA 2018 Lugano: 

Switzerland:The Durheim Issues – Heinrich 

Heissinger: Large Gold 

Switzerland Registered Mail 1785-1863 – Michael 

Peter: Large Gold 

Swiss Zeppelin Mail to the Americas 1930-1937 ‒ 

Michael Peter: Large Gold 

Switzerland 1949 Engineering and Landscapes 

Issue ‒ Bruce Marsden: Large Silver 

Swiss Flexible-head Razor Cancellers 1889-1938 ‒ 

Roger Heath: Gold 

SCADTA Mail from and to Switzerland ‒ George 

Struble: Gold 

Development of Swiss Airmail up to 1939 ‒ George 

Struble: Gold 
 

Results in Other Shows: 
Switzerland 1949 Engineering and Landscape Is-

sues ‒ Bruce Marsden: Large Vermeil 

Garfield Perry 2018, NAPEX 2017, NOJEX 

2017 
 

The League of Nations-The War Years ‒ Gary 

Galletti: Gold 

Philatelic Show (Boston) 2017, STAMPSHOW 

2017 
 

Swiss Flexible Head Razor Cancelers ‒ Roger 

Heath ‒ Large Gold and Grand 

PIPEX 2017  
 

Swiss Registered Mail 1785-1863 ‒ Michael Peter: 

Gold 

BALPEX 2017 

Development of Swiss Airmail up to 1939 ‒ George 

Struble: Large Gold 

PIPEX 2017, Rocky Mountain 2017, Seapex 

2017 
 

SCADTA Mail from and to Switzerland ‒ George 

Struble: Large Gold 

Rocky Mountain 2017: Grand, SEAPEX 2017 

The Rise and fall of WWII Postal Censorship ‒ 

Charles LaBlonde: Gold 

Rocky Mountain 2017 
 

The Suspension of US Mail to Switzerland 1942-

1945 ‒ Charles LaBlonde: Gold 

Rocky Mountain 2017 
 

Swiss Official Stamps for UNEO ‒ Anthony  

Dewey: Large Gold 

STAMPSHOW 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 
is the reference in all matters related to Swiss Postal Stationery. Please visit our website  
www.ganzsachen.ch or write to our secretary : Ulrich Fehlmann, Münstergasse 1, CH 3011 
Bern, email: ulrich.fehlmann@outlook.com 
 
Our big exhibition GABRA VI  is organized in Burgdorf, from 29.09. to 01.10.2017. 

         
Heinrich Heissinger and Michael Peter at their NABA exhibits 

Paper Sizes Correction 
 Our friend and AHPS member Giovanni 

Balimann writes that Fritz Graf's article in the 

May TELL about paper sizes used in Switzerland 

reversed the relationship between B and C sizes.  

The B series are larger than the C series; enve-

lopes of the DIN B series are used if you want to 

send a DIN C envelope for a reply, which of 

course is not done very often. 

 Thank you, Giovanni! 
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SEAPEX Update 
 See Roger Heath's comprehensive article on 

page 2 of the May TELL for information about our 

convention at SEAPEX in September; we will not 

repeat it here.  But there are a couple of updates: 

Society Frame Entry 

 We are allocated a society publicity frame, 

to introduce and show off AHPS.  Please consider 

creating a page for this frame. It should be Swiss 

related since we are showing off our society!  An 

item, or theme for a single page is actually more 

difficult than one might think.  It will be up to our 

coordinator to determine layout of the frame, but 

layout of your page is your choice.  We will need 15 

pages of material, plus a title page that will be 

created after we know what you have contributed.  

Tell Roger Heath (contact info on page 14) 

Society Table at SEAPEX 

 Contact Dana Nielsen if you are willing to 

volunteer for an hour or two during the show.  Da-

na’s contact info is in the officer contact section on 

page 14. 

Classifying Strubels 

John Barrett writes: 

Members who have Strubel Fr 1 stamps and 

wish to know if on Munich or Zurich-supplied 

paper, please bring to Seattle for the starch-

iodide test; I have over 50 Fr1 stamps and 

have successfully used the test on all of 

them!  Bring other values also, it is com-

pletely safe!  I can also discuss/demonstrate 

why I believe some printings of Fr1 stamps 

were printed using a synthetic pigment, as 

was indicated by Herbert Brach in his 2000 

publication.  I ask all who are coming to 

bring their Fr1 stamps (black and yellow 

threads) to Seattle; failing that to email 

scans minimum 300dpi) to me at 

Jstrubelboy@aol.com.  Thanks! 

 

 

What Else is Going On? 
 Believe it or not, our members have inter-

ests ranging further than Swiss philately.  For ex-

ample:  

 Cliff Armstrong, of Kirkland, Washington, 

a member of our AHPS Northwest Chapter, 

showed an exhibit of Washington State Apple 

Stamps at PIPEX 2018, earning not only a Gold 

award but Novice awards from both American As-

sociation of Philatelic Exhibitors (AAPE) and the 

Upper Bongoland Philatelic Society. 

 Chuck LaBlonde entered his single frame 

on Goa in the 89th Annual Congress of The Associ-

ation of Scottish Philatelic Societies in Perth, 

where it won best of show in the open competition. 

 Roelliphila, the Swiss auction company 

that has overlooked the historic tower in Luzern 

for a long time, has moved to the town of 

Rothenburg, western suburb of Luzern.  One main 

reason for the move is that parking is easier.  They 

welcome visitors to their new digs, accessible by 

several buses and trains every hour.  See their ad 

below. 

 I'm sure there is much more news that 

could be published in this space.  You know people 

who are the first to know everything that goes on; 

there are also the people who are the last to know, 

and I'm one of them.  So when you learn of some-

thing reportable, about you, other AHPS members, 

and about Switzerland or Swiss philately, please 

fire off an email to me!  - Ed. 
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Post-1960 Pro Juventute Briefli 
by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 

 Many collectors of Swiss stamps have heard 

of the “Ladies Letters” or Briefli that were sold by 

the Pro Juventute Foundation to send holiday greet-

ings, hopefully with the latest Pro Juventute 

stamps.  The little envelopes, 11 x 7¾ cm (1926 - 

1932), 12 x 8½ cm (1933 - 1960), were decorated at 

first with geometric borders, then with small illus-

trations.  Figures 1 to 5 show a few of the 66 differ-

ent designs that appeared from 1926 to 1960 when 

the little illustrations ceased.  Briefli are listed in 

the current Swiss catalogs but the “Bible” is Hubert 

Schad’s Pro Juventute Briefli 1926-1960, which is 

one of the books the Society just placed in the APRL. 

 At first the text on the envelopes read “Pro 

Juventute Glückwunschkarte” but from 1930 on 

simply “Pro Juventute”.  From 1927 to 1929 French 

(“Carte de voeux”) and Italian (Biglietto di augurio”) versions were also issued, the former being scarce, the 

latter rare.  Figure 2 is a French version. 

 

 
Fig. 1.  1927 Briefli (#2) 1927 Pro Juventute stamp Zumstein 
PJ 41 postmarked January 6, 1928. 

 
Fig. 2.  1928 Briefli (#7) 1928 Pro Juventute stamps 
Zumstein PJ 45 postmarked December 31, 1928. 

 
Fig. 3.  1936 Briefli (#23) 1936 Pro Juventute stamp 
Zumstein PJ 79 postmarked December 31, 1936. 

 
Fig. 4.  1944 Briefli (#33) 1944 Pro Juventute stamp Zumstein 
PJ 109 postmarked illegible date January 1945. 

 
Fig. 5.  1960 Briefli (#65) 1960 Pro Juventute stamp Zumstein 
PJ 185 postmarked December 19, 1960. 
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 The Briefli were sold in packs of five envelopes and cards of a given theme, housed in an outer enve-

lope stating the year (after 1929), series letter (if more than one), contents, artist (after 1932), and price.  

In later years two or three series were issued each year, labeled “A”, “B”, “C”. Figures 6 to 8 show three of 

these outer envelopes. 

 The Pro 

Juventute Founda-

tion stopped issu-

ing these little illustrated enve-

lopes with the 1960 editions.  

Starting in 1961 the envelopes 

were simply inscribed “Pro 

Juventute” which are much less 

interesting.  Schad illustrates six 

versions of the wording varying in 

color, font, and font size. Fig. 9 is a 

scan from Schad’s book of these six 

versions.  I have eight different 

widths ranging between 24 to 32 

mm for 2.0mm high inscriptions 

and four different widths ranging 

between 29 and 31mm for 2.5mm 

high inscriptions. (Table I) The 

extremes of each of the two 

heights are illustrated in Figures 10 and 11.  In addition, I have two 

 
Fig. 9.  Scan from Schad’s book, Pro Juventute Briefli 
1926-1960, of six post-1960 inscriptions. 

 

 
Fig. 6.  1927 outer envelope. 

 
Fig. 13.  Lower case inscription with 
boy’s head (31mm width). 

 
Figure 7.  1933 outer envelope. 

 

 
Figure 8.  1961A outer envelope. 

 

 
Fig. 10.  Two different inscription 
widths (24mm and 32mm) for 2.0mm 
high letters.  

Fig. 11.  Two different inscription widths 
(29mm and 31mm) for 2.5mm high let-
ters. 
 

 
Fig. 12.  Inscription with larger initial 
capitals (24.5mm width). 
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other types of inscriptions, one with larger initial capitals (Fig. 12) and one in lower case letters with a 

boy’s head between “pro” and “juventute” (Fig. 13). 

 I have 45 post-1960 Briefli.  Some are the same size as the earlier envelopes (12 x 8½ cm) but I have 

some in five larger sizes.  I suspect the change in 

sizes corresponds to postal regulations on the min-

imum dimensions of an envelope but I don’t know 

when the larger sizes were mandated.  Can some-

one familiar with the Swiss postal regulations pro-

vide this information? 

Table I.  Inscriptions 
 

2.0mm height 
24mm width  Briefli a (black) 

26mm width  Briefli a (brown) 

27mm width     Briefli f (greenish-black, grey-

violet, brown) 

27.5mm width   Briefli a (green, brown), Briefli 

d (brown) 

28mm width      Briefli a (brown), Briefli b 

(blue-green, brown), Briefli f (brown-

orange) 

28.5mm width  Briefli d (violet) 

30mm width  Briefli f (red-orange) 

32mm width  Briefli d (lilac) 
 

2.5mm height 
29mm width  Briefli b (violet), Briefli f (red) 

29.5mm width  Briefli b (green), Briefli c (vio-

let) 

30mm width     Briefli f (red-violet, orange, grey, 

blue) 

31mm width     Briefli b (orange), Briefli e 

(blue) 

 

Table II.  Briefli 
 

Briefli a 12 x 8.5cm outer envelope C 
Black, 24mm width, 2mm height (1961, 1962) 

Brown, 26mm width, 2mm height (1965, 

1968) 

Brown, 28mm width, 2mm height (1963, 

1968) 

Green, 27.5mm width, 2mm height 

Brown, 27.5mm width, 2mm height 

Green initial capitals, 24.5mm width, 

2.75/1.75mm height 
 

Briefli b 14.5 x 10.2cm outer  

envelope D 
Blue-green, 28mm width, 2mm height 

Brown, 28mm width, 2mm height 

Violet, 29mm width, 2.5mm height 

Green, 29.5mm width, 2.5mm height 

Orange, 31mm width, 2.5mm height 
 

Briefli c 14.9 x 9.4cm outer  

envelope D 
Violet, 29.5mm width, 2.5mm height 

 

Briefli d 15.3 x 8.3cm outer  

envelope E 
Brown, 27.5mm width, 2mm height (1966) 

Violet, 28.5mm width, 2mm height (1968) 

Lilac, 32mm width, 2mm height 
 

Briefli e 16.65 x 9cm outer envelope ? 
Blue, 31mm width, 2.5mm height 

 

Briefli f 16.2 x 11.4cm outer  

envelope ? 
Greenish black, 27mm width, 2mm height 

(1965) 

Grey-violet, 27mm width, 2mm height (1971) 

Brown, 27mm width, 2mm height (1991) 

Brown-orange, 28mm width, 2mm height 

Red-orange, 30mm width, 2mm height (1973) 

Red, 29mm width, 2.5mm height 

Red-violet, 30mm width, 2.5mm height 

Orange, 30mm width, 2.5mm height 

Grey, 30mm width, 2.5mm height 

Blue, 30mm width, 2.5mm height 

Head, 31.5mm width, 6.5mm overall height 

(1983) 

 

Table III.  Outer Envelopes 
 

Outer Envelope A, 12 x 8.6cm  

(Briefli a) 
1928 (Ferdinand Giauque (2), Franz Gehri (2), 

Arnold Bosshardt) 

1929 (Ivan E. Hugentobler) 
 

Outer Envelope B, 13 x 9.3cm  

(Briefli a) 
1933 (Ivan E. Hugentobler) 

 

Outer Envelope C, 12.8 x 9cm  

(Briefli a) 
1960A Josef Keller (11.3 x 8.25cm) 

1961A Sonja Schwirzer (11.5 x 8.3cm) 

1962A Jörg Kühn (11.4 x 8.2cm) 

1966A Oskar Stauss (11.5 x 8.35cm) 

1967C Lydia Gasser (11.4 x 8.25cm) 

1968A Sonja Pletscher-Schwirzer 

1970A Uli Schoop 
 

Outer Envelope D, 15.4 x 10.8cm 

(Briefli b or c) 
1967A Sonja Pletscher-Schwirzer (13.9 x 10cm) 

 

Outer Envelope E, 16.1 x 8.9cm (Briefli 

d) 
1968B Hélène Zbinden-Amande 
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 Table II shows the inscriptions on the 45 post-1960 Briefli in my possession, arranged by enve-

lope size and assigned a lower case identifier letter, a to f.  The smallest size corresponds to the earlier 

illustrated Briefli, the largest is the current size of a standard Swiss envelope.  There are dates asso-

ciated with some of the inscriptions which are the dates of the cancel and/or stamp. The outer enve-

lopes (Table III) in my collection are also listed arranged again by envelope size and assigned with an 

upper case identifier letter, A to E. I have attempted to assign the Briefli to the appropriate outer en-

velope but for envelopes e and f I do not possess an outer envelope which seems reasonable for those 

Briefli. 

 I would be interested to see any other examples to try to assemble a catalog of these “orphans”.  

Preferably please loan me any examples you might have or send me a scan.  If you send me a scan 

please provide the measurements of the envelope and the inscription and if you have any outer enve-

lopes the same.  If you have any post-1960 cards I 

would also like to have a look at them. I have 45 which 

I cannot definitively date but which I have listed the 

appropriate Briefli size.  These are also listed in Table 

IV. 

 Any assistance you can provide would be great-

ly appreciated with a goal of extending Schad’s catalog 

to the post-1960 era. 

 

NABA 2018 
 (Continued from page 1)  My 

take-away from the show is that 

Cantonals are not that rare as there 

were so many on display, but it’s the 

quality that makes for the exceptional 

pricing of these stamps.  Many other 

incredible exhibits were on display 

making the whole journey to Switzer-

land worthwhile.  Lucky for us the 

show was open for four days and that truly is how 

long it took to view the exhibits on one’s ”must see” 

check list.  The NABA 2018 Lugano website has 

the complete list of entries and awards along with 

much more information including photos and short 

videos.  Time to practice your Italian! (AHPS re-

sults on page 2.) 

 Our American contingent of exhibitors in-

cluded Roger (and Judy) Heath, Heinrich (and Er-

na) Heissinger, Bruce (and Leslie) Marsden, Mike 

(and Tiffany) Peter, and George (and Elsa) Struble.  

Other AHPS members 

sighted at the show includ-

ed Fritz Graf, Steve 

Opheim, and from the UK 

Mike Sharp. We all at one 

time or another had dinner 

together, and plenty of time 

to talk at the frames and 

rest areas.  

 Extracurricular ac-

tivities included day trips 

to Monte Bré, Monte San Salvatore, Locarno, a 

dairy hike out of Airolo, local train trips, and boat 

trips on Lake Lugano. Before and after the expo 

our exhibitors made their different ways to Ger-

many, Italy, Luxembourg, and Scotland, each hav-

ing a particular interest in the location they 

visited.  Everyone had a grand time and it’s a 

shame one must wait another six years to partici-

pate in a NABA exhibition.  On the other hand it 

gives anyone the opportunity to spend the time 

starting and refining an exhibit for NABA 2024! 

Table IV.  Unassigned cards 
 

11.4 x 8.3cm (3) (Briefli a) 

14.0 x 10.0cm (8) (Briefli b) 

14.4 x 9cm (3) (Briefli c) 

14.8 x 7.9cm (3) (Briefli d) 

15.4 x 11cm (25) (Briefli f) 

 

 
Mounting George's exhibits: it takes a 
village; at least the photo got George's 
best side! 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
 by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 

We recently received an inquiry: "This stamp, a 

Z. 20 in a bright greenish blue, was in an older collection 

I purchased a couple of years ago.  I had it expertised 

(APEX) but it was deemed to be a color changeling.  

Leaving a normal Z. 20 in sunlight for over a month did 

little to change the color.  Maybe a different light source 

such as ultraviolet might be responsible, or it is a trial 

printing.  Possibly another copy is lurking in a collection 

or stock and I am hoping some AHPS member might have some insight into this variety."  This looks to me 

like the result of a chemical bath.  Do any of our readers have further insights? 

Recently I was updating the notes I print for my K-cancel collection and was astounded by the fact 

that 93 K-cancels bit the dust in the last year and a half.  Not to say that K-cancels are about to disappear 

as there are still some 613 still in use. But the trend is down so this might be a good time to fill in the holes 

in your collection while those 613 are not yet obsolete. 

You might be interested in 

how I organize and annotate my col-

lection.  My collection is housed al-

phabetically by location in 

Lighthouse cover albums with two-

sided pages holding four covers.  

With each cover there is a small in-

formation slip.  These information 

slips are printed in sheets on card 

stock. The figure shows a section of 

one of these sheets. Each slip gives 

the K-cancel number, the town and 

its canton, the dates of use, whether 

it was used the entire year or sea-

sonally, if another cancel was used 

concurrently, the note number and 

remark (if any) from the K-cancel catalogue, and what cancel replaced it (if any).  If you are interested in 

my annotation system, drop me a line and we can discuss it. 

On the subject of post office closings, here’s the latest installment, but first a closing I reported in 

the last issue of TELL, that of 1588 Cudrefin, has been cancelled.  The K-cancel remains in use so correct 

your records accordingly. 

1.  On March 2, 2018, the post office at 8058 Zürich 58 Fracht West (canton Zürich) was closed with no assuming 

post office. 

2.  On April 14, 2018, the post office at 6672 Gordevio (canton Ticino) was closed  

[assumed by 6670 Avegno] [K-cancel K1280 was last used on that date] 

3.  On April 20, 2018, the post office at 3037 Herrenschwanden (canton Bern) was closed  

[assumed by 3042 Ortschwaben] [K-cancel K1426 was last used on that date] 

4.  On May 11, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

6423 Seewen (canton Schwyz) [assumed by 6423 Seewen] [K-cancel 431a was last used on that date] 

3812 Wilderswil (canton Bern) [assumed by 3800 Interlaken]  

[K-cancel K204a was last used on that date after 52 years of service] 

5.  On May 18, 2018, the post office at 6000 Luzern 14 Schönbühl (canton Luzern) was closed  

[assumed by 6000 Luzern] 

 

 
 

 
A greenish blue Z. 20, and a normal stamp 
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6.  On May 25, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

3961 Grimentz (canton Valais) [assumed by 3961 Vissoie]  

[K-cancel K534 was last used on that date after 48 years of service] 

4932 Lotzwil (canton Bern) [assumed by 4900 Langenthal] [K-cancel K654 was last used on that date] 

7.  On Mary 30, 2018, the post office at 6810 Isone (canton Ticino) was closed  

[assumed by 6805 Mezzovico] [K-cancel K992a was last used on that date] 

8.  On June 1, 2018, the post office at 7524 Zuoz (canton Graubünden) was closed  

[assumed by 7503 Samedan] [K-cancel K130a was last used on that date after 54 years of service] 

9.  On June 6, 2018, the post office at 6600 Muralto (canton Ticino) was closed [assumed by 6600 Lugano]  

[K-cancel K30a was last used on that date] 

10.  On June 15, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

1720 Corminboeuf (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1700 Fribourg] 

1325 Vaulion (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1350 Orbe] 

11.  On June 16, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

8816 Hirzel (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8820 Wädenswil] 

3127 Mühlethurnen (canton Bern) [assumed by 3126 Kaufdorf] 

12.  On June 26, 2018, the following post offices were closed: 

9473 Gams (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9473 Gams]  

[K-cancel K525 was last used on that date after 48 years of service] 

9527 Niederhelfenschwil (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9527 Niederhelfenschwil]  

[K-cancel K1108 was last used on that date] 

13.  On June 29, 2018, the following post offices were closed; 

1644 Avry-devant-Pont (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1630 Bulle] 

4434 Hölstein (canton Basel-Landschaft) [assumed by 4434 Hölstein] 

14.  On June 30, 2018, the post office at 3778 Schönried (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by 3778 Schönried] 

[K-cancel K229a was last used on that date after 48 years of service] 

15.  On July 3, 2018, the post office at 9325 Roggwil (canton Thurgau) was closed [assumed by 9320 Arbon] 

That’s it for this month. 
 

 

Good to Know!  The 1938 Postage Dues 

 – How to tell Grilled Paper stamps 
by Werner Gattiker 

This article was published in May 2012 in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Bulletin, and is reprinted here with the 
gracious permission of the Helvetia Philatelic Society and the author. 
 The 8 values of this last of the Swiss Postage Due sets in bright red col-

our appeared on both ordinary paper and paper with grilled gum. Normally the 

grilling on recess-printed stamps is quite clear to see, but on this issue we have 

a problem. The background pattern of these stamps is a fine criss-cross ar-

rangement of lines which, being recess-printed, tend to be impressed into the 

paper, and when looked at from the back this pattern looks just like grilled pa-

per. So how do we distinguish ordinary paper from grilled paper in this issue? 

The trick is to examine the extreme edges of the stamps, where there are no 

confusing criss-cross lines from the background pattern, particularly the lower 

edge with the “HELVETIA” inscription. You need to detect only a few of the 

grilled paper pin impressions in that area and you know you have a grilled pa-

per stamp. On the other hand, if the edges of the stamp are smooth, the stamp 

is on ordinary paper. 

 



10  TELL   July 2018 

HELVETTA... 
by Pierre Guinand 

This article was published in the 9/2016 issue of Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung (SBZ), and is reprint-
ed here with the gracious permission of the SBZ and the author.  The translation is by George Struble. 

Of the questions that are asked form time to time: Why is the "HELVETTA" plate fault much 

more expensive in Z. 68D than in 68E, when each of the stamps is just as common as the other?  

Is such a difference in cost justified by a difference in rarity?  Why did this fault, which was 

corrected, reappear in 1905 on Z. 88A?  And why is neither the fault nor its retouch found on 

the Z. 96A and 96B of 1907?  Why is the mint HELVETTA more expensive than the used on Z. 

68D and 68E, and less expensive on 88A?  And why is HELVETTA on the 50-centime stamps so 

cheap?  And why is the fault on this value listed only in the Specialized catalog and not in the 

general catalogs?  And why ...  And why ...  And why ... 

 

 Compare the prices of single used stamps isted in the general catalogs: 

       Zumstein 2015 SBK 2015 

   Ordinary 68D    3.00         3.00 

   Ordinary 68E    2.75         3.50 

   HELVETTA on 68D (2.50/II)       2400.00   2500.00 

   HELVETTA on 68E (2.50/II)         500.00     500.00 

 The HELVETTA fault (Fig. 1) was probably the first on 

the Standing Helvetia noted by the public non-collector.  The 

archives of the Poste have saved a letter from a citizen who had 

noticed this deformation of the name of our country. 

 Initially, this fault was named HELVETrA, which is 

understandable if we consider the shape, or more properly a de-

formation of the I, whose silhouette more resembles a small r 

(or a chanterelle mushroom cut in two! -- Fig. 2) than a capital 

"T" (see the Zumstein catalog , 1914 edition, page 135).  Only in 

the 1924 edition do we find HELVETTA.  We copy below the 

text of the letter that a M. August Zahner, of Brig-Glis, ad-

dressed (in German) to the General Director of the Postes on 

November 15, 1906: 

      To the General Directorate of the Poste in Bern 

Is it known to the Stamp Control that in the upper half sheet the third 30-ct. stamp 

from the top, the fifth from the left, shows an error, in which instead of "Helvetia" we 

read "Helvetra"? 

 This letter (Fig. 4) was classed to be shelved under archive number 977.43, 

and it does not seem that the General Directorate made a reply, nor did they 

transmit the claim to the printer Girardet.  At the beginning of the 20th century, 

some collectors noted the fault, and acquired it from  their local post offices; many 

of them saved it, which explains why a HELVETTA is less rare in a mint state 

than used on no. 88A. 

 But let's return to our own century...  For some years, several specialists 

have toiled at the study of the plate faults of our Standing Helvetia, and their 

knowledge in this domain has indeed progressed.  As a result, a good number of 

problems, in particular the questions in my introduction above, have now been 

answered. 

 The graphic on the next page (Fig. 3) represents the chronology of the issues of the 30-ct. stamps 

from 1892 to 1907, numbers 68, 88, and 96 in the Zumstein catalog, accompanied by letters that designate 

 
Fig. 1.  The fault HELVETTA and its character-
istic "chanterelle" shape 

 

 
Fig. 2.  A chanterelle 
mushroom slice 
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differences in perforation and in watermark, nuances, and printing characteristics.  The full rectangles are 

those of the period with HELVETTA, the checkered rectangles those of periods without HELVETTA.  The 

long rectangles represent issues with large printings; short rectangles represent more restricted printings.  

But there is no proportionality among the lengths of the rectangles: for example, the rectangles designating 

68Da-d and 68Eb-d should be much longer, and that of 68Ea, and especially 68A, much shorter.  Under-

neath, the indication of the printing plates corresponds with the state of our knowledge in this area.  We 

will return later to the dotted line between 1901 and 1904.  The Roman numerals I and II designate the 

original plates, which were used to produce the diverse printing plates.  For the printing plates themselves, 

we will use hereafter capital letters for plates of 400 subjects, and lower-case letters for plates of 200 sub-

jects. 

 At first, all the stamps were printed by 

means of plates of 200 subjects, then in 1901 by 

plates of 400, and finally in 1907, again by plates of 

200.  The plates of 400 subjects were constructed in 

such a way that the two upper panes (stamps 1 to 

200) were printed upside down, with the head down, 

while the two lower panels (stamps 201 to 400) were 

right side up.  That is thus the way the printer deliv-

ered the sheets to the Federal Mint.  Gumming the 

sheets required some drying out, then two strokes of 

the cutter divided them into four sheets of 100 

stamps.  Only at that stage did the perforation inter-

vene.  The different harrows that were used to perfo-

rate the Standing Helvetia could only perforate 

sheets of 100 stamps.  Finally the sheets of 100 were 

divided manually into half-sheets for sending to post 

offices. 

 For the 30-ct. stamps, all printing plates of 

200 subjects (intaglio plates, since the line-engraving 

 
          Fig. 3.  Chronology of the publication of 30-ct. Standing Helvetia stamps 

68Eb-d with HELVETTA (plate IIA) 

 
68De with HELVETTA (plate IIA) 

 
88Aa and 88Ab with HELVETTA (plates IIB and IIC) 88Ac without HELVETTA (plate Ie) 

 

96A without HELVETTA (plates Ia, Ib, Id and Ie) 

 
96B without HELVETTA (plate Ie) 

68A without HELVETTA (plate Ia[?], actually 4 examples known) 

 
68C without HELVETTA (plates Ia and Ib) 

68Da-d without HELVETTA (plates Ia, Ib, Ic) 

68Ea without HELVETTA (plate Ic) 

Period with HELVETTA HELVETTA 

Second period without 

First  period  without  HELVETTA 

 
Fig. 4.  The letter that August Zahner addressed in 1906 to 
the PTT to draw attention to the HELVETTA fault, which he 

designated as "HELVETrA" 
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process was used) were produced from an original plate in relief, also of 200 subjects.  The small faults and 

retouches in that original plate were reproduced in all the printing plates from which they were produced; 

however, that first original plate did not include HELVETTA.  The checkered rectangles in the graphic 

above designate stamps where that fault did not appear.  As we see, that is the case for numbers 68A (ex-

tremely rare), 68C, 68Da-d, 68Ea (not common), and later, in 1907, for numbers 88Ac (light brown), 96A 

and 96B. 

 In 1901, the printer Girardet acquired a fast au-

tomatic press, capable of printing with plates of 400 

stamps.  He then produced, for all values, new original 

plates in relief of 100 subjects, and that was the very 

moment when the HELVETTA fault appeared (Fig. 5), 

on the 25th subject of the original plate of 100 for the 30 

ct. value.  This original plate was used to produce, by 

electroplating, three large printing plates in intaglio of 

400 (IIA, IIB, and IIC). 

 We have therefore a repetition of the fault on 

stamp 25 in each of the four panes that compose the 

printing plates of 400, that is, on stamps 25, 125, 225, 

and 325.  During the period of the full rectangles of our 

graphic, one 30-ct. stamp of every 100 carries the 

HELVETTA fault.  The numbers concerned are, first of 

all, the large remaining part of 68Eb-d, 68De (only the 

68De of the end of 1904), and 88Ab (brown orange) and 

Ac (reddish brown, but sometimes also light brown). 

 Here then is the reason for the difference in rari-

ty (and in value!) between HELVETTA on 68D and on 

68E: the fault appears on the near totality of the print-

ing of 68E, and only on the small portion of 68De that 

appears in autumn of 1904. 

 

 And that's not all: an additional phenomenon ac-

centuates still more the difference in rarity between the 

fault on the two stamps.  We added a small dotted line near the middle of the red rectangle of 68E, for in 

the spring of 1903 the fault was retouched (Fig. 6), and curiously, only on 225 and 325 was it corrected, as 

if the employees of the printer had ignored the mode of fabrication of the plate which they themselves had 

manufactured ...  Thus the subjects of 25 and 125 were never retouched!  During the short period of 68De, 

the HELVETTA fault is found on not more than two stamps in each 400, not on four.  By the addition of 

these two considerations (small second part of 

the printing of 68De in 1904, and correction of 

the fault on two of the four slugs), the large dif-

ference in rarity is explained, which also justifies 

the important price difference between 

HELVETTA on 68D and 68E. 

 The reappearance of the fault after the 

retouches is explained by the manufacture of two 

new plates for no. 88A (plates IIB and IIC), both 

derived from the original plate II with its 

HELVETTA in position 25.  There was no correc-

tion of the fault on these two plates; on the con-

trary, stamp 25 of plate IIB presents a pretty 

combination of a HELVETTA  (Fig. 7) with its 

retouch quite visible in the oval to the right of 

the silhouette (retouch 3.23/II). 

 
Fig. 5.  The HELVETTA fault on subject 325 from printing 
plate IIC 

 
Fig. 6.  Corrections of the fault on plate IIA: on the left on stamp 
225, on the right on stamp 325; at the top on 68E, below on a 
68De.  The retouch on stamp 325 on 68De is sometimes con-
fused with the fault addressed in 1906 to the PTT. 
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 After this somewhat technical explanation, 

we don't wish to deprive you of several living exam-

ples: the first showing of the fault itself, and those 

following, showing the intervening corrections on 

subjects 225 and 325.  To this purpose, we note that 

the two stamp numbers on page 217 of the Manual 

of the Standing Helvetia were crossed: the left-hand 

image (OBERRIED) comes from stamp 225, while 

the right-hand image (ZÜRICH 3) comes from 

stamp 325.  Furthermore, the 68D shown on page 

24 of the pamphlet by Hans Stocker, cancelled 

LOTZWYL 16 XI 96 (Fig. 8), is a fraud.  It is now 

part of the collection in the Communications Muse-

um, where it has been labeled as a falsification for 

several years.  We remark that the forger indeed 

imitated well enough the "chanterelle" form ...  The 

two other HELVETTA examples shown on the same 

page of that pamphlet are perfectly authentic. 

 Several years ago, a catalog of a Swiss auction house offered for 

sale a lot of three stamps.  The first was an ordinary 30-centime stamp, 

the third was a HELVETTA, and the second (Fig. 9) was presented as a 

"début d'HELVETTA" -- first appearance of HELVETTA, as if this fault 

had appeared 

in a progressive 

manner ...  It's 

a joke: there 

exist no "inter-

mediate stag-

es," no more 

than "début d'HELVETTA" or "demi-

HELVETTA"!  There is no such thing as  a crack 

that becomes wider, as is found often enough on 

the 1 franc carmine stamp (see for example the 

fault 2.24/II on page 166 of the Zumstein Special-

ized Catalog). 

 Now we come to the 50-ct. stamps.  Less 

known, and certainly much less valuable, a fault 

that resembles HELVETTA is found on all val-

ues, but not on all examples ...  Here the case is 

very different: there is a slight weak spot on the 

original engraving, situated just above the letter 

I, and when the plates were used for a certain 

time, the effects are attenuated and sometimes 

disappear completely.  A clearer zone in the form 

of a horizontal bar appears then, as if placed 

above the letter I, and is accentuated on almost 

all the stamps on the plate ...  This is thus noth-

ing like a fault that affects one stamp in a hun-

dred; so it can be found on single stamps, pairs, 

strips, blocks, or even parts of sheets where each 

stamp shows wear more or less consistent with 

this feature.  The value is therefore set very low, 

and that appears justified to us. 

 

 

 
Fig. 9.  There is no such thing as a 
"début d'HELVETTA"; the fine line 
that defines the top of the letter "I" 
is simply a little weak. 

 

 
Fig. 7.  A pretty combination 
on stamp 25 of plate IIB: 
HELVETTA with a retouch in 
the oval, to the right of the 
silhouette (ret. 3.23/II) 

 
Fig. 8.  This 68D cancelled in 
1896 is a forgery: at that 
time, plates with HELVETTA 
did not yet exist (and this is 
not a case of an error in the 
date of cancellation!). 

 
Fig. 10.  All these stamps (our Z. 70A, 70D, 74D, and three 98A) 
show, more or less visibly, traces of wear that remind us of the 
HELVETTA fault. 
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A U.S. 33¢ Registered Cover: 

The Stone-Buser Connection 
By Harlan F. Stone, CPhH 

 As a teenager in the 1950s I used to go by subway from Brooklyn to Manhattan’s Nassau St. on 

Saturdays to spend my weekly allowance in the stamp store of Eddie and Sophie Buser.  Old-timers re-

member them as Swiss stamp dealers and in 1938, founding members of what has become the AHPS. 

 I’m still here and, as it turns out, 

so is Eddie Buser.  From a dealer’s box I 

recently exhumed the cover illustrated 

here because it bears the U.S. 1948 3¢ 

Stone stamp, my surviving collecting in-

terest.  Only on second glance did I spot 

the corner card with Eddie’s return ad-

dress.  That made this very inexpensive 

purchase a “twofer” for me.  

 As I always did with my purchas-

es of Swiss covers during 1966-2012, I 

gathered information to answer, in this 

case, a big question: Why does this cover 

bear the odd amount of 33¢?  On the face 

of it, I assumed the Stone stamp paid the 3¢ postage rate for a 1st class letter up to 1 oz. sent via domestic 

surface mail on July 23, 1951 (the date recorded in the backstamp). 

 With the help of U.S. rate expert Steve Suffet, I found out how wrong I was, and why Eddie ended 

up paying this amount for the registered letter, one presumably filled with Swiss stamps he was sending to 

a customer.  The short answer is that he paid 6¢ for postage and 27¢ for registration.  If you are a postal 

historian and want the long answer, keep reading. 

 The postage was 6¢ for a letter weighing up to 2 oz.  The domestic registry fee was 25¢ for indemni-

ty of contents valued up to $5.00.  The additional 2¢ was a surcharge because Eddie declared an additional 

but unindemnified value up to another $50.00. 

 Postal regulations, Steve explained, required Eddie to declare the full value of the cover’s contents, 

even if he wanted only the minimum indemnity insurance of $5.00.  If the contents were greater than $5.00 

but no more than $55.00, the 2¢ surcharge applied.  The surcharge went up as the declared value went 

higher. 

 All the relevant rate tables for U.S. registered mail are in U.S. Domestic Postal Rates, 1872-2011 by 

Henry W. Beecher and Anthony S. Wawrukiewicz, third edition, 2011, pages 319-324. 
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